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Bicetitennial Report 
SluB's N M I I S I M CMfral G n f l u t of SkerUm 

Rock Island Was 
Prominent City 
In 1913 . 

, Rock Island jn 1913, on the 
main line of the S.A.&A.P. 
Railway, had a bank, the 
Rock Island State Bank. 
Officers were R. E. Ratcliff, 
'prwntent; M. "E. Guyim,^l«r "Toi 
president; P. A. Norman, Se 
cashier; and Messrs. Ratcliff, 
Guynn, Norman, H. C. Picker 
and J. R. Bums, directors. 

The Rock Island hotel w u 
operated by Dr. George M. 
Hiles and the Fisk hotel was 
called the drummer's home. 
The latter had been in 

operation 11 years. 
Drs. C. M. Wright and C. 

D. Creviston maintained drug 
stores there, and French & 
Frazee had started a 
preserving plant in which 
they were to preserve 
Magnolia figs from their 80 
acres in cultivation. A 
pickling station was operated 
by the Price-Booker Mfg. Co. 
' The Baptists and the 

Methodists had churches and 
a $10,000 school buildinghad 

ne Tip recently. The 
eymour lumber yard of 

Columbus had a branch there 
and there were a blacksmith 
and a tin shop. 

Crops raised were peanuts,' 
cucumbers, sweet and Irish 
potatoes, corn, asparagus, 
hay and rice. There was also 
cow and hog production. 

Gils Sbortofe C«ls fninttmi 
At 7«men Pfanf To Om-ThM 

One of the oldest major 
industries for the Eagle Lake 
area is the Chestervule Plant 
for Tenneco. The plant was 
founded here in 1950 with 
Denman Knox as superin­
tendent. He was transferred 
to another plant in late 1952 
and Bill Coffey w u superin­
tendent until November of 
1955 when Clyde P. Brown 
took over and he haa been 

serving as superintendent 
since that time, 
in 1973, has a capability of 
handling 110 million cubib 
feet of gas per day, but due 
to the gas shortage and with 
much of the gas going this 
day and time into intrastate 
trade, the plant is operating 
today at about one third of 
its capacity, handling around 
30 million cubic feet of g u 

per day. 
At peak eapacitv, the plant 

hail a capability of producing 
110,000 gallons of liquid gases, 
including 40,000 / gallodi of 
propane, 35,000 gallons of 
gasoline, 20,000 gallons of 
normal butane, and 15,000 
gallons of iso-butane. 

The plant empldys a total 
of nineteen persons at this 
time, all residents of this area 
and of Colorado County, and 
they contribute to the 
economy of this area and take 
an active part in many of the 
civic, church and community 
acti^ies. 
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Thla U ShaU OU Company'i modem Hoostoo Central Gas Plant near Sheridan which 
went tato operation in 1M6 and repUced the Sheridan Gas Plant which was constructed 
In 1M5. ' 

Foote Ranch Is One Of 
Ifli^JQai Areas Tenneco* 8 rvUle plant can handie ll6 million cubic feet of gaa per day, when aval! 

g 
A salute to the citizens of the 

Rice School District 
torthfrrprogftu in'th'ir'Ainarlcoirifadifion 

of providing til* b«(l poiiibU oducotion for 

our youth ond loodors of tomorrow. 

RICE CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRia 

•7 ji.-fT^P*'"^ or.TiiiMrrKii^ ^_.;— 

A popular mode of transportation in the earlv days was this 
buggy or surrey drawn by horse or oxen. Driver is unidentified 

"We hdid these truths... 
. . . to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalien­

able rights, that among these are 

Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 

Happiness — that to secure these 

rights, governmepts are iristituted 

among Men deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed . . 

Thomas Jeffmon, Declaration 

')f Indtpendence • 

A6RIC0 
GULF COAST AGRUCONSTRUCTORS, 

INC. 
.. PHONf 234-2567 -EAGLE LAKE, TEXAS 

In 1908, a Missouri Meth< 
odlst minister and his 2 bro­
thers-in-law stopped in San 
Antonio on their way home 
from a disappointing trip into 
OTd'Mexlco to buy land, then 
being offered for sale by spec­
ulators during the old Diaz 
regime. 

Possibly by chance, they 
heard of developments in the 
Rock Island and Sheridan a-
reas of Colorado County. 

They investigated, and it 
was lucky for them - Dr. M. 
L. Curl, Methodist minister 
in Clinton and St. Louts, and 
George and William Foster -
that they did. 

„ For, from their purchase, 
tirom Real Estate A g e n t s 
Prlesmeyer and Poorbaugh at 
Rock Island, came one of the 
richest developments in the 
history of Colorado County -
the Sheridan oil and gas field 
centered in and around the 
Plow Realty ranch. 

The approximately 7000 
acres near Sheridan Dr. Curl 
and. the Fosters bou^t In 
behalf of the heirs of Rueben 
Foster, once a Great Lakes 
steamboat captain, was a part 
of the Foote ranch. 

Minerals produced from 
that old ranch were valued in 
the millions, and producers 
and mineral owners In that 
a r e a pay more Colorado 
county taxes than any similar 
number of taxpayers. 

In 1938, the Plow Realty 
Co. of Texas was incorporat­
ed and Its stockholders are 
the members of the Foote 
family and descendants of the 
original purchasers. 

Along about 1909 or 1910, 
George Foster and his nephew 

Frank Fostec, a director of 
the corporation, came to the 
ranch with plans to raise 
broomcorn. 

Frank Foster remembers 
that they struggled for 2 yeaf s 
and raised 15 or 20 bales of 
broomcorn, using Mexican la­
bor. A part of the ranch was 
rented at that time to a Mr. 
Appelt of Hallettsville for 
grazing for 5 cents an acre! 

In 1910, the Fosters gave up 
on broomcorn, s t o r e d the 
machinery in an old house In 
Sheridan, turned loose their 
work horses on the ranch and 
called It quits. 

But it's a different story 

First Train 
Between Hous., 
Alleytonin 1861 

AMERICA, 
lANDOFllBERTY 
L«t ui rcfntmber the words of Emma Lazaru; 

f ngrovtd on tht bast of tfit Statu* of Liberty: 

" . . . Givt m« your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free. 
The wretched refuse of your teaming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest- tossed to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door.'' 

America is the lond of the free, it is our tradition 

and our heritage. 

Picture yourself riding 
along between Houston and 
Alleyton on the first train 
ride be.tween these two cities 
in 1861. 

The locomotive, the "Gen­
eral Sherman", is chugging 
along at the phenomenal 
speed of 25 miles per hour. 

The sparks from the 
funnel-shaped smokestack are 
fluttering through the air, 
threatening to ignite the 
wooden car you are riding in. 

That was railroading over a 
century ,ago when Geri; 
Sidney Sherman, who fought 
with Sam Houston ,at San 
Jacinto, forged the'Buffalo 
Bayou, Brazos & Colorado 
Railway • now Southern 
Pacific's main line between 
Houston and Columbus - to 
the banks of the Colorado to 
write rail transportation 
history in Texas. 

The charter of the BBB&C 
was approved by the Texas 
legislature in 1850 and on 
May 17 of 1851, the initial 
survey work was started at 
what was then the intersec­
tion of Brazos and Front 
streets in Harrisburg, now a 
part of Houston. 

Despite early day difficul­
ties, backers of the BBB&C 
completed the rail line 20 
miles to Stafford on August 
22. 1853, and by December 
1855 had reached the east 
banks of the Brazos river. 

The crossing of the Brazos 
river was almost too much for 
the little railroad. After 
unsuccessful experiments 
with ferrying trains across 
the river, a low water bridge 
was constructed, with a 
50-foot opening in the center 
to • permit water traffic. 
Never more than six feet 
above low water level, the 
bridge was approached by 
steep inclines on either side. 
To cross the bridge under its 
own power, it was necessary 
fô  the train to cross the 
structure at high speed in 
order to make the grade on 
the other side. Passengers 
were given the choice of 
riding or walking across and 
Ihe majority chose to make 
the trip under their own 
power. 

Despite the uncertainty of 
the time which preceded the 
Civil War BBBAC engineers 
had completed 50 miles of 
track by March 18S9 and 
were extending the line 
westward at the rate of three 
miles per week. The lailruad— 
reached Alleyton in April of 
1861. 
. While most BBBAC 

.were iKStroyea~ 
r«c-

w "«-
series of disastrous early-day 
fires, enough details of 
construction and equipment 
can be pieced together to 
portray what this pioaeer line 
wu like. 

The original rail weifhed 
54I/I pounds to the yard and 
wu manufactured by the Bay 
SUU Mais in Boston. 

on oil and gas developments. 
That story goes back to 1914 

when a Dr. Erasmus, head 
of the geology department of 
the University of Kansas, 
made a geological survey of 
the ranch land. 

His analysis, baaed solely 
upon surface indications, Is 
S4rprlslngly accurate as to his 
prediction of oil and gas de­
posits In that area, accord­
ing to records. Dr. Eras­
mus' reports are in the files 

of the Plow Realty Co. yet. 
' The first attempt at drilling, 

however, was prior to 1932 
when B. A. Johnson drilled 
to 5000 feet, found nothing 
and released his lease on the 
premises. Several other com­
panies too|̂  leases at various 
times. 

Then July 29, 1939, Plow 
Realty leased 4000 acres to 
Shell Oil Co.; drilling began 
Immediately and the first dis­
coveries were oil in the Yava 

sand. Deeper tests into the 
Wilcox sand have brought gas 
and distillate production. 

The owners of thisvld Foote 

ranch are now going Into the 
5th and 6t̂  generations of 
ownership and many are well 
acQualnted in this county. 

JANC tC CLIMON, IHIW<0n*T 

f ibe i J . OARCIA, vieit . M M . 

e t e l l . A. I M I T H , SCCRKTAWY 

-'ISSUES' 
LAvoTiifreb 
ANTHONY KALLINA 

RAYMOND n.. THOMAI, H.D. 

f WE SALUTE 
CITIZENS OF GARWOOD, 
NADA AND COLORADO 

COUNTY ON THEIR 

ALL-AMERICAN PROGRESS 
• it • it • 

GARWOOD mEPHONE CO. 
MR. AND MRS. ERVIN CTIENKE & FAMILY 

AND EMPLOYEES 
GARWCXX) 

If you decided to travel In the early 1930's this touring car 
m Ight be your selection but generally bad roads made the go­
ing a bit tough, especially after heavy rains. Driver of the 
vehicle, a local man, ts not known. 

{Bicentennial Report 

OON 
Rice Disf. Admlnisfraflon Bldg. 

The Rice CISD administration building, seen above, 
houses administrative offices, and the district's business 
and tax offices, has a large meeting room, warehouse stor­
age and other facilities. It also Is completely alr-condltloned. 

Fomation Of Rice District 
Brought Ciianges In This Area 

The formation of the Rice 
Consolidated Independent 
School District through the 
consolidation of Eagle Lake, 
Garwood and Sheridan Schools 
on June 29th, 1968 brought 
about many changes In the ed­
ucational facilities for the 
children in the new district. .̂  

One of the major changes' 
was the completion of the new 
12,200,000 Rice High School 
faclUty just west of Altair 
with official dedication held on 

. Sunday, March 28th, 1971. At 
that time the high school stu­
dents from the three districts 
began attending classes In the 
new high school. This even­
tually led to the abandonment 

and dismantling of the Eagle 
Lake High School building, la­
ter In the demolition of the 
old Garwood school building. 
Also a school building used 
for elementary students in the 
Vox Piopuli area was abandon­
ed. 

Sheridan's school facilities 
have remained virtually Intact 
as they were before consoli­
dation. 

When the three school dis­
tricts of Garwood, Sheridan 
and Eagle Lake were consoli­
dated Into one school district, 
the primary objective of the 
consolidation program was to 
build a new high school com­
plex of school buildings geo­
graphically convenient to the 

L.\i U'i 

1776-19% 

original school districts. Tht 
purchase of a 100-acre tract 
of land from George S. Wln-
terbotham, two miles west of 
the crossroad of Highway 71 
and 90A at.Altair and sltuat-

•Aed In a sltely wooded area on 
the south side of Highway 90A 
and virtually equidistant from 
the three communities In­
volved In the school consoli­
dation program, was the Ini­
tial move made by the new 
Rice Consolidated District 
Board of Education. 

In September of 1968 the 
architectural firm of Wilson, 
Morris, Craln and Anderson 
of Houston was retained to 
design a complete new high 
school facility on this acre­
age. 

The firm of Rotan-Mosle 
ti Dallas Unl6n was hired by 
the Rice Board as a fiscal 
agent to handle the financing 
of the construction of the new 
high school facility and pro­
posed Improvements to the 
other school plants in the dis­
trict which would accommo­
date elementary and junior 
high students in their respec­
tive communities. 

On October 19th of 1968 the 
voters of the district approved 
by a vote of better than four 
to one a $2.5 million bond Is­
sue with $2.2 million ear­
marked for the construction 
of the high school and $300,000 
for Improvements and for air-
conditioning at the Eagle Lake 
and Carwofd public schools. 

onglnajLplans submitted by 
the architect Included the de­
sign of a 85,101 square foot 
building for the high school at 
Altair, not including an ad­
ministration building and a 
custodian's house. In this 
ultra-modern design. Includ­
ing complete air conditioning 
and carpetlngthroughout much 
of the building, 26,244 square 
feet was set aside for aca­
demic areas, 17,496 for prac^ 
tical arts and administration, 
13,068 for the commons area 
and for cafeteria; 20,900 for 
a g>mnaslum to serve also 
as an auditorium with 1000 
fixed individual seats and 600 
portable seats; 3796 square 
feet for kitchen and mechani­
cal areas; 2016 for a stage 
that may be used for the com­
mons area and also for a team 
teaching classroom area; 729 
for restroom facilities; and 
672 for corridors. 

In July of 1969 the Rice 
Consolidated Board of Edu­
cation formally signed a con-
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former Eoffe loka Scfcoof SysUm 

ill 

This aerial viewofthe Eagle Lake High School facilities, taken In the year of 
1967, win give readers an idea of the many changes that have taken place. The 
Eagle Lake High School building, in the lower left, has been demolished and 
and a new Methodist Church is going up In that area. As a matter of fact, the 
Methodist facility will encompass the entire block on which the high school. 

the ELHS gymnasium, ag shops and the band ball i4re located. In the back­
ground Is the ELHS football field which Is now used t)/the Esfl* Lake Middle 
School. The ELMS gymnasium and a portion 6f the Middle School gym are 
visible In the top left side of the photo. In the background are some of the new 
homes being constructed at that time in the new Meadowbrook Addition. 

ifl 

AND THE NEW: Nfw Rjce ffigb Sdwof Dtiinttd In I97I 

This is the new Rice High School building, completely alr-condltloned, 
«rlth carpeted classrooms and all of the modern facilities needed for academic 

and vocational training of the highest quality for the youngaters In the Rice 
District, comprised of Eagle Lake, Garwood and Sheridan students. 

tract with J. L. Drymalla of 
Columbus for the erection of 
the high school facilities at an 

Musical July 4th 
at Round Top 

A musical Fourth of July 
weekend at Round Top, 
Texas will be the Round Top 
Festival'salute to the nation's 
200th birthday, with outdoor 
concerts on Friday and 
Saturday evening featuring 
James Dick with young 
Artists studying at. the 
Festival-Institute this sum­
mer, and a full orchestral 
concert of American music by 
the All-City Youth Orchestra 
of Austin on Sunday evening, 
July 4th. The weekend 
events, which conclude the 
1976 concerts by young 
Artists, will be at 8:15 p.m. at 
Festival Hill at Round Top, 
located off U.S. Highway 290, 
on Texas Highway 237. 
midway between Austin and 
Houston. 

Tickets for the weekend 
concerts are on sale at 
Festival Hill one and one h^f 
hour before performances. 
There are nominal charges of 
$3, for orchestral events; $2 
for young Artists concerts, 
with children under twelve 
admitted half price. Patrons 
may plan to picnic before 
concerts and, may wish to 
bring blankets and folding 
lawn chairs. The Round Top 
Festival phone is 713 249-
3129. 

-w 

original contract fee of $2,-
004,350.00. 

The new Rice High School 

has been proclaimed as one 
of the finest educational facil­
ities In the entire state. The 

citizens of the Rice District 
might well be proud of tbelr 
new high school. 

Headlight Classifieds really 
pay off. CaU 234-2788. 

W e ' r e P r o u d Of the Accomplishments 
of America and Citizens of This Area! 

.^AMERICA! 

AMERICA 
I* 

Early Eagle Lake High School WEMADEIT! 
-THIS MESSAGE SPONSORED BY-

HAPPY 

THE FARMS 1912 
Jfiffns Ju lOWif BaiU 

WILLUM AND HELYN FARRIS 
EAGLE LAKE 

Happy BirthdaVr America! 

TEXAS FRIED CHICKEN 
514 East Miln — PbODf 234-2810 

EAGLE LAKE 

This la Esfle Lake High School's first building in the 
tarty t900's. Do you recognize any of the students" 

Cow Had to Pay 

To Ust Toll Rood 
PHILADELPHIA - A More 

of cows were cbarfcd S ccoti 

to uf« America's first hard-
turfaco toll road, a Peonayl-
vania thoroughfare. Com­
mercial Car Journal 
MafasiM reports in its 
niritMniri odltloa. 

CEHTRAL REPAIR SERVICE 
MR, AKD MRS, CORVIN FHENZEL AND FAMILY 

AND STAFF 
1401 GLE^ JLORA RD. - EAGLE UKE 

Yoa're beautiful America! 

SALES VH^ii IMCIOB, 
[S l i^ INC 
• ^ • • • • • V 008 EAST MAIN-SERVICE 

908 EAST MAIN - PH. 234-2516 
EAGLE LAKE 

Congratulations, America! 

W & W Wul.n Si 
MAS^Y M(D MARI HANNAH DUNCAN 

DOWNTOWN EAGLE LAKE 

I * We Lofe You America! 


