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Prominent City
In 1913

scres in  cultivation. :

. Roek ldu'd in 19513. on the Ertk]f':n Lion was Ihd . {

main line of the SALAP bythe k ] : : '

Railway, had a bank, the *The Baptists In? the RK! hw D“hk' 1 :

Rock Island State Bank. Methodists churches and |
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Officers were . E. Ratelilf,

Frazee had started a
preserving plant in which
they were to preserve

Magnolia figs from their ll

a $10,000 school bu hind

president; M-E. Guﬂm "glrnll up recéntly.
orman, T 4 5 v

president; F. A
cashier; and Messrs. Rateliff,
Guynn, Norman, H. C. Picker
and J, R. Burns, directors.
The Rock Island hocel was
rated by Dr., George M.
iles and the Fisk hotal was
called the drummer's home.
The latter had been in

mour lumber yard of

Columbus had & branch there
and there were & blacksmith
and & tin shop.

Crops raised were peanuts, “-

cucumbers, sweet and [rish
Luwu ¢orn, ASparagus,

y and rice. There was also
cow and hog production,
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::f:‘l;m operation in 1966 and replaced the Sheridan Gas Plant which was constructed

Foote Runcll Is One Of
Top Gas Areas

e

e

6]1 aEE' s dmlmmmta

That story goes back to 184
whién a Dr. Erasmus, head
of the peology department of
the Universily of Kansas,
made a geological survey of
the ranch land,

Frank Foster, a direclor of
the corporation, came o the
ranch with plans to ralse
broomcorn.

Frank Fomer remembeis
that they struggled for 2 years

In 1908, a Missouri Meth-
odist minister and his 2 bro-
thers-in-law stopped (n San
Amtonlo on thelr way home
from a disappolnting rip into
Uld-Mexico to buy land, then

and Bill Colfey was superin.
tendent until MNovember of
1965 when Clyde P. Brown
took over and he has besn

trade, the plant s operating
today st sbout one third of
its eapacity, handling around

economy of this area and take
an active part in many of the
eivie, chureh and community

850 million cubic feet of gas  activities.

Ttnuvbc?l thmuu plant can hmlh o millhm tubic fest of lu p-r day, when & “avallable,

of tlu Plow Realty Co, yet,

» The firstattempt st drilling,
however, was prior to 1932
when B, A, Johnson drilled
to 5000 feet, found nolhing
ind released his lease on the
Premisss, Several other com-

sand, Deeper lests into the
Wileox sand have brought gus
and distillate production.

The owners of thisold Foole

ranch are now going ioto the
Sth and Bth generations of
ownership and many are well
scqualnted In this county.
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This asrial viewof the Eagle Lake High School facilities, taken in the year of
1967, will give readers an dea of the many changes thal have taken place. The
Eagle Laks High School bullding, in the lower left, has been demolished and
ind 2 new Methodist Church is golng up in that ares. As & matter of fact, the

Methodist facility will encompass the entire block on which the high school,

ground |s the ELHS football fisld whichls now used
The ELMS gymmasium ind a portion &
visible in the top left side of the photo. In the backgr

School,

the ELHS gympasium, ag shops whu:dhﬂ;&nhuhd.hu-h&
the M1

homes balng consiructed at thai time In the mumt Addttion.

~agy= . being off A His analysis, based solel —
A popular mode of transportation in the early days was this ing offered for sale by spec- and ralsed 15 or 20 bales of ¥ Ppanles took leases at various - <
or surrey drawn by horse or oxen, Driver ulators dufing the old Diax broomeorn, using Mesdeanla- Won surface Indicabions, 18 Hmes, e ALU‘I’E Bicentennial Report AND THE NEW: " bb sm, D'dk. d '9"
s £ - = St WU regime. bor. A part of the ranch was  SUrprisingly accurateasto his Then July 29, 1939, Plow pe original school districts, The e' lk‘ " 'e ,.

“We hold these truths...

. 10 be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalien-
able rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of

pradiction of oll and gas de-
posits in that area, accord-
Ing o records. Dr, Eras-
mus' reports zre In the filsa

rented al that time to & Mr,
Appelt of Hallsttsville for
grazing for 5 cents an acrel

In 1910, the Fosters gave up

Possibly by chance, they
heard of developments In the
Rock [sland and Sheridan a-
reas of Colorado County,

Realty leased 4000 ncres to
Shell Ol Co. s drilling began
Immediataly and the Mrstdis-
Coveries were ofl in the Yava

They investigaied. and |t
was lucky for them - Dr. M.

on broomecorn, satored Lhe
machinery in an old house in

Shéridan, turned loose thelr
work horses on the ranch and
called It quits.

But it's a different story

First Train

L, Curl, Methodist minister
in Clinton and St. Louls, and
George and Willlam Foster -
that they did.

For, from their purchass,
from Real Estale Agents
Priesmeyer and Poorbaugh al
Rock |sland, came one of the

f/ 'CITIZENS OF GARWOOD,
” NADA AND COLORADO
COUNTY ON THERR

ALL-AMERICAN PROGRESS
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DUCATION

purchass of a ID0=-acre tract
of land from GeoTge 5. Win-
terbotham, iwo miles wesl of
the crossroad of Highway Tl
ind 90A at Altalr and situat-

EY 4od In 1 sitely wooded ares on

the south side of Highway S0A
and virtually equidistant from

the thres communities In- B9

volved in the schodl consoll-
dation program, was the ini-
tial move made by the new
Rice Consolidated District
Board of Education,

In September of 1068 the
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Happmm that to .H‘.‘Elllftlfhtt history of Fi:rgndu 'I'_‘n:ntyt ALLmE mv, architectural firm of Wilson, ‘ ' .:..._ h - e
nghu_ governments are instituted the Sheridan oil and gas field e een aus Morris, Craln and Anderson s - *-_- i TSR

¥ cantered In and around the " - - s g i P hﬂ",ﬁ—.@g Q‘ﬂ ‘-. "‘ = ﬂl ot
among Men deriving their just powers Plow Realty ranch. A " . | ::lh:': !.':.meprn‘th?:wa:rlf . ~ - =

i The approximately 7000 eytnn In IBGI Elmnn TEl[PHnNE c - 3 : | bullding, completely air-conditioned ind vocational (raining of the highest l-lﬂ]' for tha mﬂl‘-‘" tn the Rice
from the consent of the governed Dy dcres near Sheridan Dr, Curl \ M a“"ﬁa.g firm of Rotan-Mosls muf:i.:-‘rer:ﬁ:t:dtl'r'l:;:roiﬂt:;: .tmﬁt:lﬁ‘ufh?h}! mi::::llfrnﬁju-llmzs needed for 1cademic District, comprised of Eagle Lake, G"“'ﬂmd and Sheridan students.
. MR, AND MRS, ERVIN STIENKE & FAMILY ' : S,

ind, the Fosters bought In
behalf of the helrs of Rusben
Foster, once § Great Lakes
steamboat captain, was a part
of the Foote ranch,

Minerals produced [rom
that old ranch were valued In
e milllons, and producers
ind mineral owners in (hat
irén pay more Colorado
county taxes than any similay
number of taxpayers.

In 1938, the Plow Healty
Co. of Texas was incorparat-
ed and Itz stockholders are
the members of the Foole

& Dullas Unjon was hired by

the Rice Board as a (iscal
ageni to handle the financing Columbus for the erection of 004,350,00, ol the finest educationalfacil- might well be provd of their

of the construction of the DeW  the high schoul facilities atan  The new Rice High School ities In the entire state. The  new high school,
high school facility and pro-

i nines Musical July ith SIS o

other school plants in the dis-
and junior \\

trict which would accommo-
at Round Top Y

date elementary
high students in thelr respec-
A musical Fourth of July
weekend at Round Top,

Hve communitiss,
On October 19th of 1068 the
Texas will be the Round Top
Festival salute to (he nation’s

Pieture yoursell riding
along between Houston and
Alleyton on the first train
ride beiween these two cities
in 1881,

The locomotive, the “Gen- nE 2 bil tough, especlally after heavy rains,
eral Sherman”. s chugging wehicle a local man, is not koowm,
along at the phenomenal = '
speed of 25 miles per hour,

The sparks from the
funnel-shaped smokestack are
Nuttering through the air,
threatening (o ignite the
wooden car you are riding in,

That was rallreading over a

fee of $2.- cidizens of the Rice District

Headlight Classifieds really
pay off. Call 254-2783,

tract with J, L, Drymalla of original contract has been proclaimed as one

AND EMPLOYEES

Thomas Jefferson, Declaration
Ths Rice CISD ldml.m.ltra!lm humm; ssen above,

housss administrative offices, and the district's huumul
and tax offices, has a large meeting room, warehouss stor-
age and other facilities, It also i completely alr -conditioned,

Formation Of Rice District
Brought Changes In This Area

and dismantling of the Eagle

It you mrl:ldld to travel in the early 1930°s this touring car
m ight be your selection but generally bad roads made the go-

)f Independence
Driver of the

AGRICO

GULF COAST AGRI-CONSTRUCTORS,
INC.

= EAGL

voters of the district approved
by a vote of better than four
to one a §2.5 million bond j8-

PHONE 234-25¢7 : LAKE. TEXAS
E 204-25¢ E LAKE, TEXAS The formation of the Rice sue with §2.2 million ear-

family and descendants of the pcentury apo when Gen gy

» . gh School bullding, la- arked for the construction i

arigiss. purchasers, Sidney Sherman, who fought imn"ﬁﬂmﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂfm ter in the demolition of the o'\ trh: highachocland$300,000  00th birthday, with outdoor
’ old Garwood school bullding. ; copearts on Friday ‘aad

Along sbout 1908 or 1910,

with Sam Houston at San

westward at the rate of three \
1'|1L
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fires, mul‘l details of “ﬁ - Mnu;sﬂ u-“ "H. v ln - "pe- DOWNTOWN EAGLE LAKE :

AMERICA,

LAND OF LIBERTY

Let us remember the words of Emma lazaru:
engraved on the base of the Statue of Liberty:

", .. Give me your tired, your poor, Despite early day dilficul . ,
‘r'wrhuddiodr:mm r::. P:humhi free tes, backers of the BEBAC \ s “un audioriuro with 1000 COnCerts are on sale at
o ? completed the rail line 20 Raad 1ot seats 3nd €00 Festival Hill one and one hall
The wretched refuse of your teaming shore. miles to Stafford on August A e "‘“"lw 3796 square hour before performances.
Send these, the homeless, tempest- lossed lo me, I!;ﬁ“:fd and by December lET's K[EP . feet for I:lbchn; and mechand- E\r% are rll.'q::lr'r;!al thlrj“H ‘cg

¢ i - reached the east : 2018 lor a sia y 1OF OIC oo

ft my lomp beside the golden door 1855 had reached the - VIR R AP gl ot vl
with children under twelve

America is the land of the free, it is our tradition

and our heritoge.

GOLD CONSTRUCTION CO.

BUILDERS OF QUALITY HOMES

WALTER GOLD

PHONE 234-3102 - EAGLE LAKE

George Foster and hisnephew  Jucinte. foreed
ged Lhe Bulfalo Garwood 8 Schools conditioning at the Eagle Lake
Bayou, Brazes & Colorsdo gy s lﬁ!hr':ﬁlgimhrwm for elementary students Inthe 4 G;r-.rc:»d public schools, .La.mt"j Dick with _'ro-ul;lg
Railway now Southern bout y el o 1 the 8d- ;-’;u Populi area wagabandon- Original plans submitted by Fr‘-r_allsl I:.lu_dymg hlt the I . * * fﬂ\ * * * *
the architect included the de-  Festival-institute ihis sum-

Pacilic's main line between
Houston and Columbus - Lo
the banks of the Colorado to
write rail transporiation
history in Texas,

The charter of the BBBE(C
wis approved by the Texas
legislature in 1850 and on
May 17 of 1851, the initial
survey work was started al
what was then the intersee
tien ol Brazos and Front
streets in Harrisburg, now a
part of Houston.

The crossing of the Brazos
river was almost too much for
the little railroad. After
unsuccessful experiments
with Terrying trains across
the river, s low water bridge
was construcied, with a
50-foot opening in the center
to»permit water Lralfie,
Never more than six fest
above low water level, the
bridge was approached by
steep inclines on either side.
To cross the bridge under its

own . it was necessary
for t:e train o cross the
structore af high speed in
order to make the grade on
the other' side. Passengers
were givan Lhe cholce of
riding or walking across and
the majority chose to make
the trip under their own

power
Dupmthmwnuur
the time which preceded the

Civil War BBB&C
h:en:piudﬂm

were extending the line

L

We're Proud Of America...

We're Proud Of Colorado County

consolidation af Eagle Lake,

ucational facilitles for the

children in the new district, _
One of the major changes

wis the completion of the naw
$2,200,000 Rice High School
facility just west of Altalr
with official dedication held on

. Sunday, March 28th, 1971, AL

that tima the high school stu-
dents from the three districts
began altending classes in the
new high school. This even-
tually led to the abandonment

Also a school bullding used

Sheridan's school facilities
have remained virtually intact
s thay ware bafore consoli-
dation,

When the thrée school dis-
tricts of Garwood, Sharidan
and Eagle Lake were consoli-
dated into one schosl district,
the primary objective of the
consolidation program was to
bulld 3 new high school com-
plax of school buildings geo-
graphically convenlent to the

AMERICA

AND THE PEOPLE
OF EAGLE LAKE
FOR THEIR

for {mprovements and for air

glgn of a 85100 square fool
bullding for the high school at
Altair, not Including an ad-
ministration bullding and o
custodian’s house. In this
ultra-modern design, includ-
Ing complete air conditioning
ind carpetingthroughout much
of the bullding, 26,244 square
fest was st aside for aca-
demic areas, 17,496 for prac-
tical arts and administration,
13,068 for the commong area
and for cafeteris; 20,900 for

mons area and also for ateam
teaching clasaroom area; 720
for resiroom facilities; and
872 for corridors.

In July of 1969 the Rice
Consolidaied Board of Eduo-
cation formally signed = con-

Saturday evening featuring

HAP

Y BIRTHDAY

mer, and & full orchestral
concert of American music by
the All-City Youth Orehestra
of Austin on Sunday evening,
July 4th, The weekend
events, which conclude the
1876 concerts by young
Artists, will be at 815 p.m. at
Festival Hill at Round Top,
located off U.S. Highway 200,
on Texas Highway 237,
midway between Avstin and
Houston,

Tickets for the weekend

pdmitted half price. Pairons
may plan (o picnic belore
concerts and, may wish Lo
bring blanksts and [folding
lawn chairs. The Round Top
Festival phone is 713-249.
3128,

Early Eagle Lake High School

We’re Proud 1o Be-Americans
We're Proud of the Accomplishments

of America and Citizens of This Area!
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